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Steven Schwager, Chief Executive Officer, JDC

Since 2002, Steve Schwager has served as the Executive Vice President and CEO of the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC).

Mr. Schwager joined JDC in 1989 as its Chief Operating Officer and was responsible for
monitoring all operations of the organization—from the former Soviet Union to Ethiopia.
He has traveled extensively throughout the world, working in such diverse locations as
Australia, Ethiopia, Morocco, Hungary, Bulgaria, Russia, and Ukraine. From 1999-2000,
Mr. Schwager relocated to Israel to directly supervise JDC’s operations in Israel and the
former Soviet Union, where JDC spends two-thirds of its annual budget promoting
essential services and community development activities.

Since its inception in 1914, JDC has helped millions of Jews around the world. Under
Mr. Schwager’s guidance, JDC currently works in over 70 countries and is focusing
significant efforts on developing programs and initiatives that contend with Israel’s
increasing poverty and the needs of its vulnerable populations, caring for hundreds of
thousands of impoverished Jews in the former Soviet Union and Central and Eastern
Europe—particularly the elderly and children, and ensuring a self-sufficient Jewish future
in communities worldwide.

Since 1914, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) has given global expression to the principle that
all Jews are responsible for one another. Working today in over 70 countries, JDC acts on behalf of North America’s
Jewish communities and others to rescue Jews in danger, provide relief to those in distress, revitalize overseas Jewish
communities, and help Israel overcome the social challenges of its most vulnerable citizens. JDC also provides non-
sectarian emergency relief and long-term development assistance worldwide.

The JDC receives its funds primarily from American Jewry through the Jewish Federations of the United States and United Jewish
Communities (UJC). JDC also receives significant funding from The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, World Jewish Relief (UK)

UIA Federations Canada, and the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews



